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Editorial Statement
In this , the fifth , issue of The Bridge we are pleased to
present a series of articles, all of which relate to the Danish
immigrant experience. Donald K. Watkins provides interesting
background on the Mormon influence in Denmark, which is
followed by Jens Patrick Wilde's moving description of the
cart trek across the plains and the Rockies to Utah . Gerald
Rasmussen offers the experiences of three Danish immigrants :
Dagmar Knudsen , Andrew Christensen and Lis Jorgensen , as
each finds a niche in the new land.
As we explore the lives of Danish immigrants and try to
understand the cultural influence of their heritage, the name
Nicolai Frederik Severin Grundtvig appears again and again .
Ruth Herman has made an in-depth study of the effect of
Grundtvig's educational philosophy and religious views on an
Omaha Lutheran Congregation . Her account of how this study
led her to a keener appreciation and understanding of
Grundtvig's thought should interest many of our readers with
similar backgrounds.
We are particularly happy to include Enok Mortensen's
keynote address to the second Pacific Northwest Danish
Cultural Conference at the Menucha Retreat, Corbett, Oregon,
July 4, 1980. Ebba Tang Frandsen calls attention to the Danes
who came to New York when it was a Dutch colony . These
Danes left their mark, particularly Jonas Bronck, who is
featured in her article. Peter L. Petersen introduces The
Danish Texans by John L. Davis . Perhaps, and hopefully, this
book will prompt similar projects in other states.
We regret having omitted an acknowledgment of permission to reprint the four Storm P. drawings seen in the last
issue of The Bridge (number Four) . We are indebted to the
Storm P. Museet (Jens Bing, Director) and to Copenhagen
Press (Stig Vendelkaer) for allowing us to use those
copyrighted materials.
As we publish this issue we glance back at the Editorial
Statement of The Bridge, Number One, May, 1978. We stated
then that support for the Danish American· Heritage Society

was so strong that our publishing venture was not only financially feasible, but possible, because there were people who
could and would write for a publication like The Bridge. Were
we whistling in the dark, or was it the over-confidence of
beginners? Experiences of the past two years have confirmed
our initial expectations as our membership has grown , and
more and more material has been submitted for publication.
However, our optimism is tempered somewhat by economic
pressures, to which we hope our supporters will give
appropriate response .
We hope that material will continue to be submitted for
publication . Following are some guidelines :
Material submitted should be in harmony with the
goals and objectives of the Danish American Heritage
Society, with special emphasis on material contributing to the exploration and understanding of the Danish
immigrant experience.
Articles should be 3000-6000 words in length, however,
shorter or longer articles will not be excluded per se.
All material should be typed and double-spaced.
Both scholarly and popular articles, as well as memoirs
and reminiscences, are encouraged .
Reviews of articles and books should contain pertinent
bibliographic information which would enable readers
to find the material reviewed .
Contributors should submit a biographical statement of
100-200 words from which a brief identifying paragraph
can be written .
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